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ANANWBIN 1
Key components to improve access of appropriate medical devices.
® Availability: in the context of this report is when a medical device can be found on the
medical device market
® Accessibility: refers to people’s ability to obtain and appropriately use good quality health
technologies when they are needed
® Appropriate(ness): refers to medical methods, procedures, techniques, and equipment that
are scientifically valid, adapted to local needs, acceptable to both patient and healthcare
personnel, and that can be utilized and maintained with resource the community or country
can afford.
o Affordability: the extent to which the intended clients of a health service or product can pay

for it.

Source: World Health Organization. Medical devices: managing the mismatch: an outcome of the priority medical

devices project. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2010. xiii, 129 p.
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NMANKIN 2

Keys Area of focus for feasibility studies and possible outcomes

Area of focus

The feasibility study asks ...

Sample outcomes of interest

Acceptability

To what extent is a new idea, program,
process or measure judged as suitable,
satisfying, or attractive to program

deliverers? To program recipients?

Demand

To what extent is a new idea, program,
process, or measure likely to be used (i.e.,

how much demand is likely to exist?)

Satisfaction

Intent to continue use
Perceived appropriateness

Fit within organizational culture

Perceived positive or negative effects on

organization
Actual use
Expressed interest or intention to use

Perceived demand

Implementation

To what extent can a new idea, program,
process, or measure be successfully
delivered to intended participants in some

defined, but not fully controlled, context?

Degree of execution
Success or failure of execution

Amount, type of resources needed to

implement
Practicality To what extent can an idea, program, Factors affecting implementation ease or
process, or measure be carried out with difficulty
intended participants using existing means, Efficiency, speed, or quality of
resources, and circumstances and without implementation
outside intervention?
Positive/negative effects on target
participants
Ability of participants to carry out
intervention activities
Cost analysis
Adaptation To what extent does an existing idea, Degree to which similar outcomes are
program, process, or measure perform obtained in new format
when changes are made for a new format Process outcomes comparison between
or with a different population? intervention use in two populations
Integration To what extent can a new idea, program, Perceived fit with infrastructure

process, or measure be integrated within

an existing system?

Perceived sustainability
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Area of focus

The feasibility study asks ...

Sample outcomes of interest

Expansion

To what extent can a previously tested
program, process, approach, or system be
expanded to provide a new program or

service?

Costs to organization and policy bodies
Fit with organizational goals and culture
Positive or negative effects on organization

Disruption due to expansion component

Limited efficacy

Does the a new idea, program, process, or
measure show promise of being successful
with the intended population, even in a

highly controlled setting?

Intended effects of program or process on

key intermediate variables
Effect-size estimation

Maintenance of changes from initial change

Source: Bowen DJ, Kreuter M, Spring B, Cofta-Woerpel L, Linnan L,

Weiner D, et al. How we design feasibility

studies. American journal of preventive medicine. 2009 May;36(5):452-7. PubMed PMID: 19362699. Pubmed
Central PMCID: 2859314.
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