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Background  
Medical devices involve those health technologies that are critical for the provision of quality  health care services for promotion, prevention, diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation as well as for personal use as assistive devices which are critical for improving quality of life.  However, too many people still lack access to them. Therefore, WHO aims to increase safety, appropriateness, equity, quality, availability and access of medical devices, as well as innovations to solve global health concerns. 
Today, there are more than 8,000 types of medical devices which range from sophisticated therapeutic devices such as linear accelerators to treat cancer, to simple but potentially life-saving devices such as, auto-disposal syringes, surgical instruments, glasses and dressings. This wide range of devices, complicates needs assessment, regulation, selection, procurement, training, maintenance, use and surveillance which may result in ineffective health care delivery, increased costs, adverse events and inequality of access.  

Medical devices remain a low priority in many Member States and major gaps exist between the availability and the need for these devices. Insufficient policies, budget, infrastructure, human resources, trained staff, logistics, guidelines and regulations regarding medical devices limit access and effectiveness. Progress is further inhibited by a lack of information on the needs and priorities for medical devices. 
The World Health Organization response
The first World Health Assembly resolution (WHA60.29) on health technologies was adopted in May 2007. In the resolution, Member States acknowledged the importance of health technologies for the achievement of health-related development goals, urged expansion of expertise in the field of health technologies – in particular medical devices – and requested WHO to take specific actions to support progress in countries to address the gaps and increase access. Additionally, the resolution WHA61.21 on global strategy and plan of action on public health, innovation and intellectual property aims to increase access to health products to meet the Millennium Development Goals. Finally,  the WHA62.12 resolution, passed in May 2009 on primary health care including health systems strengthening, urges member states "to improve access to appropriate medicines, health products and technologies, all of which are required to support primary health care".
In response, WHO has undertaken the following series of initiatives to implement these resolutions and address the issue of improved access, quality and use of medical devices:
· Update and development of guidelines and tools required for the regulation, assessment, management and use of medical devices, in consultation with representatives of Member States, NGOs, advisers and other stakeholders;
· Realization of the Priority Medical Devices project in cooperation with the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport of the Netherlands which will render a research agenda and action plan;
· Launch of a search for innovative technologies which address global health concerns;
· Facilitation of training opportunities for health technology management and servicing;
· Compilation and publication of a health technology clearinghouse;
· Implementation of a Baseline Country Survey on Medical Devices.
The First Global Forum for Medical Devices
The implementation of the resolutions require the support from various stakeholders to continue the ongoing task to increase the availability of safe, effective, appropriate and accessible health technologies, specifically medical devices, and to improve their selection, assessment and regulation. These actions will address public health priorities  through an increase in the quality, effectiveness and coverage of health care delivery and improvement in  quality of life and will guide the research agenda and innovation for medical devices.  In addition, these actions will contribute to the technological solutions concerning the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
Thus the First Global Forum in Medical Devices is convened to mobilize stakeholders to action, to promote discussion, to share knowledge on best practices and tools available, explore challenges and determine the required actions. 
The meeting will bring together for the first time, high-level policy makers from Member States and representatives from nongovernmental organizations, patients' organizations, hospital managers, health economists, health professionals, researchers, academic institutions, professional organizations, biomedical engineering institutions, umbrella organizations in the medical devices industry and UN organizations. A network will be initiated which will encourage the implementation of the WHA resolutions, interdisciplinary work and continuous development of tools. 
It is envisaged that the Second Global Forum on Medical Devices will be held in 2013 and every three years thereafter to share progress and engage stakeholders at all levels on a continuous basis.
Objectives of the Forum
· To demonstrate evidence on the need for appropriate evaluation, prioritization, regulation, assessment, management and research strategies on medical devices, and commitment to action;
·  To share knowledge on available resources: guidelines, tools, strategies, policies and of best practices at national and regional levels and determine the needs;
· To bring together policy makers, professional organizations, funding agencies and key stakeholders to foster interdisciplinary partnerships and cultivate the aim of reaching  a common goal; 
· To encourage research, development and demonstration of appropriate and affordable, quality health technologies.

Expected outcomes
1. Identification of actions that can be taken for the improvement in availability, accessibility, appropriate selection, assessment, regulation, management, safety and use of medical devices;
2. Compilation of best practices, available resources, tools, guidelines on medical devices and how to integrate them into national health plans;
3. A network of interdisciplinary professionals who will continue to support the role of  medical devices in health systems.
4. A plan of action for the follow up of the research agenda for medical devices 
Organizing Committee
The steering committee comprises the World Health Organization; Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport, the Netherlands; Ministry of Public Health Thailand; Health Technology Assessment International (HTAi); International Federation for Medical and Biological Engineering (IFMBE) and International Network of Agencies for Health Technology Assessment (INAHTA).  
It is proposed that the International Organization Committee (IOC) will include: nongovernmental organizations, patients' organizations, hospital managers, health economists, health professionals, researchers, academic institutions, professional organizations, biomedical engineering institutions and umbrella organizations in the medical devices industry and UN organizations.  Specific organizations expressing interest in participating in the in the IOC are:  American College Of Clinical Engineering, CENETEC, Global Forum For Health Research, Htai Interest Sub-Group On Developing Countries, International Electro technical Commission (IEC), International Federation of Medical and Biological Engineering (IFMBE), International Hospital Federation (IHF), International Organization of Medical Physics (IOMP), International Organization For Standardization (ISO), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), International Union For Physical And Engineering Sciences In Medicine (IUPESM), National Institute For Health And Clinical Excellence (NICE), United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and Program for Appropriate Technology in Health (PATH) .
Methodology
The Forum will be held in English, with proposed simultaneous interpretation to French and Spanish in plenary sessions. Participation will be by invitation. There will be case presentations, key note speeches, round table discussion, working groups and recommendations proposed.  During the afternoon of the first day there will be simultaneous sessions on needs and the role of medical devices in health systems strengthening in line with Primary Health Care. On the second day there will be simultaneous sessions on the medical devices lifecycle and the tools an guidelines available and required for health technology assessment, regulation, management and research. The third day will see the role of medical devices in health outcomes, particularly in health delivery and the MDGs and  will culminate in a plenary session with presentations of the outcomes  of the previous sessions. 
Budget
WHO organizes the forum and will take care of the funding travel support for more than half of the Members States and Associate Members. Ministry of Public Health in Thailand will take care of local venue  and local costs.  Resource mobilization strategies have been initiated to support the use of innovative technologies for global health concerns, particularly to reach the MDGs. Support is needed for the continuous development of the tools and strategies to increase the regulation, assessment and management of medical devices and most importantly: the implementation of these actions in Member States. 
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